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Wherein the Grounds of their 


Pretended Infallibi icy 


_ Are Called for and Examined, 


IN SOME 


QUERETES 


NA 


QI\NL 


- xa OV "me i . 


LOND 


Printed by Andrew (lark , for Henry Brome .in Ste Paul's : | 
\ Charch-ard, near the Weſt end, 1675, 
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A Letter to a Prieſt of the Roman 
Church, wherein the Grounds of their 


pretended Infallibilities are called for 
and examined, in ſome Queries, 


$ points of Religion, we agree in this, 
That it © the great concern of Mankind 
IP 70examin well the grounds that lead bim 
V/V 70 his belief in matters of ſo bigh a nature. 
SY You always te]l me, That our of the 
true Cathelick Church there # no ſabvati- 
03 ; adding, That this Catbolick Church 
i the Romany : though this ſeems to be a Bull as plainly 
as a general particular. Indeed ſo ſevere a Certificate 
makes me look to my ſelf : I confeſs this method of 
dealing with me ſeems not ſo fair nor rational. Forif 
any man ſtudy to draw me iato a deſign, by telling me, 
. That as I muſt ingage in it all t am Maſter of ; ſo I mnſt ſur- 
render up the condntt of it to others, of whoſe honeſty, induſtry, 
and diſcretion 1 muſt wot doubt ;, I preſently apprehend a 
trappan, and you will not diſpute it much chat he de- 
ſerves to be coſened, who ſuffers himſelf to be impc- 
ſed upon ſo groſly, But certainly if my ſoul be more 
valuable than my eſtate, and if eternity be preferrable 
to the vaniſhing ſhadows here below, then I have great 
reaſon to be ſtrongly prejudiced againſt thoſe , who 
would oblige me to hazard my ſoul ia a tame and blind 
Az | ſubjes 
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Tubje&ion"to the DiRites of any Man,” or Society of 
men;Reaſon being the only part of our Nature that was 


'bornitd-Liberty, and can defie alÞthe ſevere rigours of 


Tyranny. You will 'eaſily believe I-cannot-be induced 
on ſlightgrounds to forgo this deareſt and moſt efſen- 
tia] picoe of my brother-right. And believe me it was 
enough that-the Roman Church -for-a-:Succeſlion of 
{ume Agts was Miſtris of the Crowns and Empires of 
her Vaſlals, and had the diſpoſe of the Lives and Goods 
of the better part of Europe, This was highly ſevere 


rhough Conſcience had been left free, The Law makes 


my Houſe my Sanctuary, bur if I ſtir abroad I muſt be 
at my hazard: So whatever Power the Civil Magi- 
ſtrates, or the Guides of the Church may have over my 
Actions, or profeſſion of my Faith, yet as long as it 
keeps within my head and breaſt, its natural dwelling 
"Place. 'it is a violationof the ſacredneſs of that Sanu- 
ary to invade it there, or make it priſoner. And when 
Ifarther conſider that Reaſon is nothing but a' commu- 
nication of Divine Light, ro make me underſtand thoſe 
Propoſitions, of which ſome hints were born with my 
Soul; and the reſt are offered to me in Sacred Writings; 
if 'I throw off this, and betake my ſelf ro the Dictates 
"of others; Iexchange the' Sun for the Moon, and the 
- Day for the Twilight; andrenounce the liberty of the 
ſervants of God for a bondage that excludes the free- 
-dom of a thought. And, at leaſt, if I were to come un- 
der'ſo heavy a yoke, I muſt before: hand be-well aſſured 
of the ſacredneſs of the- Maſters of my Faith.' No man 
can be wheedled to truſt himſelf to any, of whoſe fide- 
-lity and good condu@ he is not well aſſured ; but he 


that commits himſelf to noted and known-Impoſtors, is 


the obje&t of *all mens ſcorn, He muſt - therefore have 2 
YU: <1 oreat 
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great opinion :of his own Rhethorick, .and of my eafi- 


neſs thatiatrempts to perſwade me to ſubject my belief 
to the Verdict 'of a Succeſſion of men, who: do;not ſo 


much. as- pretend to high learning, much leſs to be 
eminent Saints and in whom I can diſcern no great 
Characters, but of Temporal AuthoricY, and high pre- 


tenfions co an uncontrouled;Juriſditions and neither 
» , s . - 
of theſe can:with any reaſon determine my. þelief for 


one unerring. Jadg.' But fince I obſerve both from my 
own knowledg, and what | hear by others, that you of 
the Miſfion place your greateſt ſtrength -in the Autho- 
rity and Infallibility of. your Church, and ply every bo- 
dy moſt with it, I have therefore confidered-this with 


all the application of -mind Iam Maſter of, as the fun- 
 damental Article of your belief, For if your Church 


be priviledged from error, all her Decrees muſt certain- 
ly paſs for Qracles, and there is no diſputing-them:: 
bur if ſhe be ſubje@&.to error, :ſhe is the boldeft Impaſtu- 
reſs that ever appeared in the World , who dares:pre- 
tend to anunerring aſſiſtance in all her deciſions, with» 
out good ground. Suffer me therefore to offer you a 
few Queries, of which when I am ſatisfyingly reſolved; | 
I will be brought ſo much-nearer; a belief ,; from which- 
as long-as:thelſe difficulties lie .in-my way, IT muſt con- 
feſs my ſelf at a great diſtance. reulT:; 

1. And firſt tet me ask you, What neceſſity there ts of aw. 
Infallible Fude,. to whoſe Decrees all muſt yield abſolute obs= 
dience'?. 1f you convince. me this. is, neceſſary , I ſhall 
withour difficulty yield to you that there is ſuch a, Ju+ 
dicatory, ſince Iam perſwaded our bleffed Saviour who. 
loved his Church ſo dearly as to die for her, would cer- 
tainly provide her with all that was neceſſary. for her 


preſervation. . But :here I; know: you triumph in the. 
41101: | {up- 
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ſappoſed neceflicy of ſuch a Judg, without whom there 
is no preſerving either Truth or Peace : For if there be 
not a Court to whoſe Award all muſt ſtand, then every 
man is at liberty to believe as he will, and there is no 
end of errors -: Which appears-plainly in the Churches 
that have thrown off the Romen Authority, bur are ſub- 
divided into many fraQions, which are the nacural re- 
ſulrs of their opinions; for if every man muſt ſearch 
"the Scriptures, and believe what he thinks is the ſenſe 
of them, then, according to the variety of mens com- 
: Plexions, educations, or inclinations, there ſhall be a 
-numberleſs: variety of opinions. And if none have au- 
 thority over the perſwaſions of others, they cannot be 
-blamed, much leſs condemned for their opinions. This 
ſeems ſuch an incdnvenience, that the Church muſt be 
ina very bad condition, if there be no remedy for ic. 
"This, Sir, 'I ſuppoſe is in ſhort the ſtrength of all you 
will alledge on his head : bur all this does not prevail 
'with' me to acknowledge an efallible Fudicatory : for 
to live well is the chief end of Religion, and to think 
and believe aright is a neceſſary mean for that end: 
[From which I infer, Thar if there be no neceffiry of 
an 1nfallible Power to make men live well, neither is 
there any for making us think arighte ; and certainly 
vice and immorality is as oppoſite tothe deligns of the 
Goſpel as error : now it is confefled there are no cer- 
tain and infallible ways of reſtraining vice. And if it 
maſt needs be a defe@ in the Conſtitution of the 
Church, if there be no infallible means to reſtrain er- 
ror, what muſt T conclade if there be no infallible re- 
ſtraint on vicez but that the Church wants a maia and 
neceſſary complement, without which ſhe cannot be 


perfe&, and well ſecured ; and you know St. Paul rec- 
| kons 
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kons Herefies among 'the works of . the. Fleſh. Now 
what reaſonis it, that of all the works of the fleſh, 
proviſion ſhould only be againſt Herefie 2 Therefore I 
freely acknowledge, that as God has left the Will at 
liberty, that ſo the glory of his Saints might be the 
oreater, ferving him not by conſtraint, but willingly ;. 
fo he hath alſo left our Reaſons free to judge of things 
propoſed to us, whether they be true or falſe. Nor in- 
deed can we believe but as our Reaſons are convinced, . 
for we cannot put a force on our perſwaſion. And fince 
our Saviour rold us it was impoſſible bur that Offences 
muſt come, ſo I allow it impoſſible but that Errors 
ſhould come for the greater trial of- ſound and true Be- 
lievers. And T muſt add, that Religion conſiſts in a few 
plain things, in which if a man bring along with him - 
a ſincere and pure mind, he is fure.not to erc mortally. 
He may be miſtaken in ſome particular opinions, which . 
though they paſs for matters of Religion, yet areas + 
extrinſick to it as the various Hypatheſes in Philoſo- 
phy are. I acknowledge every body ought to.have that 
humble miſtruſt of moan, and reverence to the. 
Church wherein they were born, as not to be eafilyen- 
gaged in new opinions, andought to be very well affu- 
red both of the truth and importance of any new. 
Dodtrine, before they receive itz and much more be. . 
fore they broach and vent it, tothe diſturbance of the 
peace of the Society they live in. And who ſo without 
2 very clear affurance, after the diligent application of - 
his choughts, having purified his mind in the exerciſe - 
of mortification IS ſe}f denial, doth obtrude new 
Dogrines on the World is highly guilty in the fight of 
God);'' for renting the body, and breaking the unity of -. 
the Church : But if. one after a ſevere inquiry; = | 

all.. 
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all -due-*prepardtion be clearly -conyinced.;ofi any. 


ruth) how gentraltly- ſoever it: be either unknown, or: 
derived, he may, nay, cannot chuſe- but-muſt believe 
it, Bur though this aſſurance may warrant his private 


departing/from the received opinion, yet his aſſurance 


myſt beifull; and:his Call-clear before he offer his-opi- 
nion 'to others, -But-in thar-caſe Iacknowledge. the 
Guides.of the Church may, and ought to conſider ſuch 
.opinions, and paſs a Cenſure on them according to the 
Scriptures ;' which (flowing from perſons whole Cha- 
rater makes:'them both more. particularly devoted to 
God,-and more converſant in $acrediWritings; and, 
asit'is to be ſuppoſed, 'are-by the purity of -their minds 
qualified for a higher ſenſe of divine truth, and. by 
their exemplary -lives are; poſſefled'of .. the - eſteem of 
thoſe over. whom. they - are ſet. )-, will undoubtedly 
'have-/great influence 0n all ſeriqus: and ſober perſons, 
yer fuch as are cotivinced: that. their deciſions, are con+ 
trary to the Scriptyres: muſt ſtill believe God rather 
than-man, But in thatcaſe the Magiſtrate may ſecure 
_ the peace of; the, Soctety,.,by , obliging 'them--either. ro 
reſt quiet- with; their Opinians, ;-or to go -qut of hig 
Pominions, - The;Church'may alſo, by excommunica, 
ting them preſerve others from, being infected ' by 
their miſperſwaſions. And thus, except you give. me 
better proof, I am not.convinced there is aneceſlity of 
any : infallible Tudee. fox deciding Controverſies, and 
neither:for the ſalvation.of .fouls, [nor for the; peace of 
the Society of Chriſtians, Not for the firſt, {ince no 
Propoſition is clearer than this, Thar every Chriſtian 
who ſtudies to-be well-informed in divine matters, and 
figcerely follows his Conſcience, , ſhall. certaynly, be 
ſaved.;. Nor, is; this- 1»fallibc 'Fadge. necellary ifor the 
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Society fince thoſe who have the Legiſlacive Power, 
whether Civil, or Eccleſiaſtick, may govern a Societ 
well though they be not Infallible, ſo that the Churc 
may have an Authority, though not infallible, and yet 
. ſufficient to ſecure her peace. 

2. My ſecond Queſtion ſhall be, whether there be real:y 
fach an 1nfallible Fuzge on Earth ?- For though this be not 
neceſſary, yet I ſhall not deny but our Saviour, ac- 
cording to that overflowing love he bears his Church, 
may have provided Her with this ſecurity againſt Er- 
ror. But herein I muſt crave your pardon to tell you, 
T am very apt to think there is no ſuch Court on Earth, 
for in all extraordinary things, to which our aflent- is 
craved, the means of conveying, or rather impoſing, 
ſuch belief ( ſince no man of a ſtrong mind will eaſily 
credit an extraordinary thing, eſpecially that which 
ſubjects to it the very freedom of his thonghts ) muſt 
have an Evidence and Authority proportioned to the 
Greatneſs and Importance of that they recommend to 
our Faith. And therefore when God ſent Moſes to de- 
liver his People, and be their Guide, he gave him a 
power of working ſuch mighty Works, which, being 
done in the ſight of both Fg yprians and 1/raelites, might 
convince both one and rother that there was an ex- 
traordinary Authority communicated to him, he alſo 
told the 7ſraelites to demand a Sign or Wonder from 
every pretender to Prophefie, or Divine Miſhon; And 
becauſe the power of evil Spirits is undoubtedly far 
beyond onrs; ſo that many extraordinary things may 
be performed by Magick and evil Arts, therefore 1o- 
ſes ( Deat.xiii. ) allows even the People of 1ſrae/ a pre- 
vious judgment of the Doctrine of any Pretender to 
Propheſte, before they acknowledged his Authority, 
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or were wrought on -by his Sign or Wonder. We find 
Alſo .the Prophets, either by Miracles or Predictions, 
proying their Divine Authority, And though the Hi- 
Mtory. of all the Prophets is not ſo full, as rogiveus an 
account of the Signs or Wonders of each of them, 
'yet we have no reaſon to doubt but they did follow the 
Rule preſcribed by 22oſes, which indeed. natural Reh- . 
gion. teacheth all men, Therefore when 'our Saviour 
: appeared, as he proved himſelf the AMeſſizs, by the 
: completion of the Propheſies in his Perſon, he madeir 
alſo appear by the purity of his-DoQrine, and the Au- 
thority of his Miracles, wrought in the fight of his 
Enemies as well as Followers. The ſame Method was 
obſerved by the Apoſtles, as appeared from their Acts 
and Epiſtles. Andit is certain that'as no man can be 
witneſs in his own cauſe, ſo no mans, or company of 
mens: pretence to an infallible Juriſdiction, -mvuſt; en- 
age me to believe it, otherwiſe there were no end of 
be Therefore I muſt conclude, That except 
you can ſhew me a Succeſſion of men who, by ſome 
clear demonſtrations of an unerring Spirit and divine 
Authority, prove themſelves Infallibly direRted, and 
uncontroulably aſliſfted'by God, 1 am not obliged ro 
ſubmit my ſelf to any as fuch. Nor is it to any. good 
purpoſe toſay, That becauſe there was a Succeſſion of 
High Prieſts under X4oſes Law, who, by the Oracle in 
the Pedtoral, did authoritatively. decide all Contro- 
verſies, therefore we may be well aſſured that under 
theclearer illumination of the Goſpel, we- are not left 
to the ngcertainties of our own conjectures, Burt there 
muſt be a gieat High Prieſt of Chriſtendom for judging 
all Controverſies. But if this be well conſidered it will 
not advance your pretences a whit ; for the Jews were 
ig 
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in all their Political Afﬀairs, in their Commerce-and 
Treaties with Foreiners, in their Government at home, 
2nd in the matters of Peace and War, to be -determi- 
ned by the Judiciary Laws eMoſes gave them z and as 
they enjoyed the Land of Canaan by that Law, which 
was then Magna Charta, fo they were in; all Civil mar- 
ters tobe judged by the Law of Moſes. Now: ſince no 
Law can give proviſions for all emergents, there was'x 
neceſſity of a conſtant Expoſition of that Law in all 
dubious caſes. And therefore God was pleaſed to coht- 
tinue this among them by the Urim and Thummin. 
TheirWorſhip was alſo made up of a multitude of par- 
ticular Rites, and many caſes occurring in theſe of 
great intricacy, God continued that. extraordinary 
Preſence among them. But nothing of this was neceſ- 
ſary under the Goſpe], in which the policy of the ſe- 
veral States is left to be determined according to the 
Laws of Nature, and the ſeveral Humors, Cuſtoins and 
Intereſts of Nations, Our Belief is alſo plain, and our 
Worſhip ſimple, ſo that none of theſe things remain 
that made an Infallible deciſion neceſſary under the Old 
- Teſtament. And beſides, the myſteriouſneſs of the Com- 
munication,and the plain expreſs words of the Inſtituti- 
on, do ſhew the difference betwixt that, and any thing 
can be pretended to under this new and more perfect 
diſpenſation, Moſes plainly told them what that ſeri- 
es of men ſhould be, and of whom deſcended : he alſo 
_ declared how they were to inquire Counſel from God, 
and how all muſt ſubmit ro their Sentence. Nor was 
the High Prieſt by his Character veſted with this Au- 
thority, but when. he put. on the Ephod, and went in 
before the cloud of glory, and brought back the ſacred 
reſponſe, Now the exaQtneſs Moſes obſerved in deli- 
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verzpg that ſeems convincing, that when God intend» 
ed to bring any part of manking under that ſubjeQion, 
he delivered his Commiſſion to theſe ſo impowred, in 
ſo formal and ſolemn a manner, that it was not to be 
diſputed but by one that reje&ted the Law of Moſes. 
From which I preſume I may infer, That if God had 
ſetup ſuch Aathority in the Chriſtian Church, the In- 
ſtitution had been expreſs, the perſons clearly defigned 
their Succeſſion as plainly pointed our, to have pur ſo 
great a matter beyond diſpute, So that the manner of 
the divine emanations of unerring direion had been 
as clear aS.it was of old, ' Now ſince I meet nothing of 
this in the whole New Teſtament, I ſee no reaſon to 
make me believe it is as you pretend: For what you 
infer from our Saviours words to St. Perer from his 
ſaying, Tell the Church, and from his promifes of the 
Holy Ghoſt, will never conclude that you pretend to: 
For before you can oblige me to believe any thiog from 
theſe Premiſes, you muſt allow me to acknowledge the 
{acredneſs of the Eooks wherein theſe words are, fo 
that my belief of the Scriptures ſhall not depend on 
the deciſion of the Church, bur ſhall rather lead me to : 
acknowledge its Authority, You muſt alſo allow me 
0 believe theſe Scriptures are to be ſo expounded, be- 
fore Iown the Authority of the Church to be abſo- 
lyres fince from them you bind me to believe it. 
Therefore I muſt expound them ſo as may agree beſt 


© both with the plain literal ſenſe of the words, and the 


deſign on which they are ſet down, by all which yow 
allow me the Expofition. of Scripture, Now if I may 
expound it in ſome places, why.not in all that is indi- 
fpenſably neceſfary to ſalvation © And your Churches: 
elaiming that Aythority to her ſelf muſt. not oblige me 
to. 
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to believe it a whit the more, unleſs by ſome other 
cogent reaſons I be bound'to it: for none muſt be 
both Judg and Party, and no mans aſſertion. muſt 
paſs for proof in his own caſe z and pe the very pla- 
ces you alledg come far ſhort of what ſeems requi- 
ſite on ſuch an occafion : for whatever may be ſaid of 
St, Peter, which I ſhall not now inquire into, where 
have we any, formal account who ſhall be his Succet- 
ſors, what: ſhall be neceſſary to make any ſuch, and 
by what means they ſhall come by theſe infallible di- 
retions. And indeed I can ſee no reaſon to think 
that- had there been ſuch an Inſtitution in the Goſ- 
ſpel, the ſame goodneſs which moved our bleſſed 
Saviour to provide ſo well for his Church, ſhould not 
likewiſe have drawn from him ſuch an explicit ac- 
count of it in all circumftances, as was neceſſary.for- 
ſetting the thing beyond diſpute, and ſecuring any 
ſuch Court in their Authority by. an expreſs conſti-- 
tution of it in its Members, ,and a Declaration of. 
their power, ſach as Moſes gave the People of Ifracl 
in the obedience due to the reſponſes of Urim .and. 
Thumminmn. . 

3. My.-third Queſtion ſhall be, ſuppoſing an Infal- 
lible Church, How ſball 1 be direfed in my ſearch: for it, 
ſo 25 to find it out ? For the ſeveral. Societies that name: 
the name of Chriſt, being fo broken off from one an-- 
other, to which of all thei muſt I addreſs my ſelf - 
for a decifion in all Articles of Faith « When Fcon- 
ſider the beginings of Chriſtianity, that it firſt aroſe 


[. i in Fernſalem, and did ſpread moſt in the Eaſt': when-: 


Lalſo conſider that the Eaſtern Churches had moſt : 


 . Confeflors and Martyrs in the Ages of perſecution-z* 


and : 
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and had alſo the greateſt intereft/in the fonr-firſt and 
beſt General Councils,. as appears from the Subſcrip- 
tions, where the Weſtern Biſhops were ſcarce the 
tyentieth part, When I add to this how undiſpu- 
red their Succefſion is; :and how'long they have kept 
the profeſſion of the Chriſtian” Faithy amidſt all the 
ſeyerities:and cruelties of the Saracens and Maho- 
metans,: under.whoſe. bondage they continne to this 
day, :I am-tempted to ſeek this Judge there : - bur 
when I ſee. in what ignorance they live, and how the 
preſſures they groan under, though they: have not 
prevailed on them to renounce the name of Chriſt, 
yet have /brought them to a degenerate means, which 
I love not'todwell on, nor aggravare, fince the cCir- 
cumftances .they are in plead pity rather than ſcorn 
or diſdain; I am forced to turn away from them : 
but if look Weſtern, I ſeea Church trrumphing in- 
deed in outward ſplendor, their Worſhip is ſolemn 
and magnificent, their -Prieſt in great efteem, and 
their High Prieſt culminates in Glory and Power, 
bur after all this I cannot ſee what muſt oblige me'to 
an implicit belief ro every thing this Church impo- 
ſes on me,. fince the Piety to which the pretends, is 
either immured 4n her Cloyſters, or appears only in 
faces and outward poſtures of devotion : but after 
my moſt impartial inquiries,.I can ſee no reaſon to 
eſteem the Head of this Church a Saint, or ſuch a 


Clerk, that T muſt adore his'perſon, and ſubwir to 


his Decrees. And if there be not ſome ſtrange charm 
in his Chair , I cannot force on my ſeif a belief of. 
his being inſpired. How then I muſt be directed to 


find this infallible Umpire of all differences 2 If you 


Y ſend 


ofithe” Roman Church. 17 
ſend:mie to a Succeſſion, you give me a fiard taskito 
tzbour: in, and when I have found it, it is no more 
but whatall muft allow to be in the Greek Church. 
And I cannot fee any thing in the Scriptures of the 
Biſhops of Rowe: ſolam at a loſs for want of ſome 
good directions and clear. characters of this 1»fallible 
Fudge, Is ON 
4- My fourth queſtion is, 17 what perſon or perſons 
of the Roman Church ha Infallibility doth reſt? If you 
tell me in a Council, then I muſt ask you, Where 
this Council is to be found e for all: your arguments 
perſwade the neceflity of a living ſpeaking -Judg'; 
therefore I would gladly be ſatisfied in what City or 
corner of the World this Council fits, for if you- 
ſend me to the Decrees of the Councils, this over- 
throws all your own grounds, from which you plead 
againſt the Authority of the Scriptures ; and if I go 
to any Writings, why not to the Scriptares, rather 
than the Decrees of Councils : for'every 'one that- 
has compared them will find a plain ſimplicity in the 
one, and much of the ſubtlety of Metaphylſicks, and 
the nicety of School terms in the other, = | 
5. My fifth Queſtion is, hat grounds there are for 
believing this ſuppoſed Infallibility ,. tied to the colletive 
Boay of the Chnrch, and that it # not rather ſpread over the. 
whole diffuſive Body of the Chriſtian world> For if the 
Church be only infallible when gathered in a Coun- 
cil, then as there was no'Infallibility in the Charch 
for three Ages, fo it was afrerw. rds ſubjeQ to the 
pleafure of the Emperors, who called Conncils when 
they would, and is now wholly in the Popes hands : 
And as it: was in the powet of the Emperor, ſo it'is. 
$425 now 
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anow in the Popes, to ſuppreſs this infallible Antho- 
rity, which is thus ſubje&t to outward accidents; 
and muſt live. or die at the pleaſure of the Popes 
and Emperors. And indeed the Popes have taken up 
ſuch jealouſies of general Councils, that the World 
15 not like to-be troubled with.more of them. 

6. If this Infallibility be ſpread among all Chriſtians, 1 
«m not a whit wearer the reſolution 1 deſire ; for when they 
differ in (o many opinions, how ſhall I know which of them 
are in the right ? muſt I travel all the Chriſtians world over 
#0 examine of which fide the greateſt number i? This is 
our endleſs labour, therefore I muſt have a ſhorter 


. way to work. 


2. Who of all the Societies of Chriftians muſt have the in- 
tereſt to meet and give vote in 4 (ouncil? maſt all the Lays 


be excluded,” and only the Clergy be admitted? I muſt tell 


you I ſee no reaſon for throwing out the Laity, You 
know the Epiſtles wherein St. Paul gives the Rules 


for the Order and Government of the Churches, are 


directed to all the Saints and faithful in the Church- 
es.: by which it ſeems they were to have an intereſt 


in the Government, as well as their Paſtors. We are 


ſure among the Jews the Sanhedrim that judged in 
all things Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, was not only made 
up of Prieſts, and that the High-Prieſt himſelf was 
no Member of it.by his Office, unleſs he were choſen 
to be of the number : nor can 1 find any thing in the 


New Teſtament, that excludes the Laity. On the 


contrary, the Promiſes of the Holy Ghoſt are made 
to all that-believe without exception, and all Chri- 


:Rians are called a Royal Prieſthood : and in the firſt 
Council at Ferufal:m, the Brethren concur'd in the 


Decift- 


T 


4) _ 4 cd Cd  &* OA . 2%. . i.e bs "ny - 


Þ-. 


r ) 
- [Pp 
WET 


of the: Roman-Church, T; 
Deciſion and Synodal Epiſtle, with 'the Apoſtles and _ 
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8, Suppoſing none but theſe in Orders be admitted 
to a General Council, then what intereſt muſt they 
have there; ſhall all be alike, or muſt' the Biſhops 
only have a Suffrage> You muſt give good authori- 
ty for this before-all muſtſubmir to ir; Ir 15 nor Je- 
termined in Scriptures, in the Council of Feraſalem 
the Presbyters had a Suffrage z ſo it continued in the 
firſt Ages of the Church, We find the Presbyters 
ſubſcribing in many Provincial and National Conn- | 
cils : Why muſt they be allowed there, and excluded 
in a General Council, it being only an Aſſembly of 
all National Councils> Bur if Liſhops only muſt vote 
in Councils, by what warrant do Cardinals as fuch 
vote in your General: Councils, ſince as: Cardinals 
they are only the 'Presbyters'and” Deacons of Rome. 
Abbors alſo, though but Prieſts, get a Vote in. the 
Weſtern Counciis : for as Abbots they cannot pre- 
tend to a Divine Character or inſtitution, and if as 
Prieſts they vote in your Councils, why are not all 
Prieſts allowed the ſame privilege, + + oY 
9. HowſhallI be aſſured'4 Conncil thus conſtitu- * 
ted is infallible, eſpecially if I. ſee or- be told by the 
Hiſtorians of both ſides, that all things are managed 
in this Council by factions Parties and intrigues ? 
each Party ſtudying-to wait opportunities when they 
may. carry a'Vorte, and bringing all 'of- their faction 
to the Council, This was plainly the caſe at Trexr, 
as even Pallavicini repreſents it, And you will hardly 
prevail on any who has conflidered'a little what che 
GdireGion of the Holy Ghoſtis, tomake:him believe 
| C tha 
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that ig '2packt Meeting, where! all is full. of cungivg 
and deſign, the Holy Ghoſt muſt be ever ready to 
diret them when they go to the Vote, and that this 
ſhatl only. be when the Biſhops are in-their Forma- 
lities :at a Seflion, and got in a Copgregation, which 
3s the: Council reſolved in a' Grand ;Commitree, I 
know,--Sir-,, our Houſe';;of Commons underſtands 
this diſtin&ion ; but what grounds have you to pre- 
rend tort, where all are aRed by an infallible Cire- 
ion, | ET EE, TORE 
-.: 10,) Whether muſt the whole: Courcil agree tu 4 Deciſion, 
ir the major. part determines! 1 know you chooſe the 
latter'; buPÞ'it. is not eaſie to make any body hope 
that the greater part of any Aflembly muſt -be the 
better and wiſer part, fince we fee it is moſt com- 
monly. otherwiſe. I know this maſt, be. the cule in a 
Court,: that determines, any thing by equal Suffra- + 
ges ; bur if a Jury muſt; all agree in- the diſpoſal of 
my:life, it were but reaſon that all ſhould alſo agree- 
in the determining my faith, which upon the matter- 
is the diſpoſal-of my ſoul. And I know no reaſon. 
to believe the Holy Ghoſt will certainly affiſt the ma- 
jor part. more than that he will aſſiſt every perſon 
that is allowed a Suffrage inthe Council, 

17, How ſhall I know what is a General Counc}l, 
what not ? forl find great numbers of Biſhops have 
- run together, and flatly. contradicted one another. 
The Nicexe Council decreed, the Son was of the ſame 
ſubſtance with the Father :. this was rejeted by ma- 
ny other- Councils, ſome decreeing he was of a like 
ſubſtance with the Father, others that he was of 
2-different ſubſtance from the Father ; how _ I 
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:know'to which. of theſe Deciſions 1 muſt -ſubmic wy 
ſelf; + The Hiſtories-give account of: theſe' Conncils 


as called by the ſame Authority, for all were ſums 
moneddÞy 'the Emperors Writ, all are repreſerited 
to have been General Councils, andiwe are told of a 
greater appearance of Biſhops in ſome of them than 
were at Nice : Which.of theſe muſt therefore deter- 
min my faithe - 2 Tl 

12, What reaſon havel to believe any Corncil is 
general, from which all the Greek ,and Eaſtern Biſhops 
are excluded upon feſlight a pretence, as that they 
believe che Holy Ghoſt proceeds from! the Father by 
the Son, and not from the Father and the Son, and 
that in their rooms ther are ſubſtiruted a great ma- 
ny mock Biſhops, who are neither Canonically ele- 
Red for theſe- places, nor perform any part of the 
Paſtoral charge in their pretended: Diocefles ,. but 
are onely named' by the Popes, and. brought to 
Councils to make ſo many Votes 7 '' LDLSY: 

17. Suppoſe the Pope give out a general ſumntons 
for all Biſhops, can this be more than' a Meeting of 
all within his Patriarchate? for on what' grounds 


can he pretend a right to-ſummon his fellow Parri- 


archs, who by the Councils :of wire, Conflantineple 
and Chalcedon are declared equal to him :-and there- 
fore fince'the Emperors in the primitive times ſam- 
moned-their whole Empire to a General Council, 
they did it by rheir own'Authoricy; as appears b 
all'the Ads and\Synodal Epiſtles of the firſt Genera 
Councils; -:'W hae poyer then -hath'the Pope'to'call 
this great Meeting: of the Church:' And even' theſe 
General' Councils the _— ſeem onely 
2 ro 
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taghavs been-:the Councils of the »>R-men Empire, 
called; Occumeneal, as the: Rowens called their Em- 
Pires; yay; For + the! Chriſtians: of - /adis;; and the. 
more remote -parts of 4fia were called to nune-of 
theſe Councils, nor could the Emperours Writ reach 
them: i 5:5, | Ns 

14. Suppoſe; the Popes Writ goes over all Chri; 
ſtendom, muſt all the Biſhops come to the Council os 
not?  Oc:what number is neceſſary £ If we examine 
the Subſcriptions of the firſt Councils, what ever 
reverence we juſtly have for theie deciſions, we can- 
not call them Oecumenical, ſince there were ſo few 
Biſhops from the Weſtern Churches 'in them. Nor 
do I ſee a reaſon to convince. me that a whole Prox 
vince or Nation can depute a few to repreſent them , 
{uch Plenipotentiaries may do well in Political mat- 
ters, . but in a Judicatory that pretends to Infallibili- 
ty, you. muſt give mea good Warrant before I be- 
lieve ſacha deputation can inſpire one with more de- 
grees of Infallibility.TheBiſhops of a Province can in- 
deed ſend their deciſions by any of their-number, bur 
this.is not-the method of Councils, where every Bi- 
ſhop hath bur one ſuffrage,though but one-from a Na- 
tion, thongh.another Method:was uſed at Baſil. Butin 
the caſe that a Prince is ſo diſſatisfied with the Pope, 
that he will ſuffer none of his Biſhops to appear at the 
Council, as it was in the Tranflation of the Council 
of Trent to Behgne, to which the Emperour would ſuf- 
fer none of -his Biſhops to go;, and; after that inthe 
next Seflion at Trent, . to which the French King 
would permit none of his Biſhops to go; Whether 
can ſuch a meetipg be called a general Council, os 
| not 2 
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not > No fan tan be obliged to that: which is nor in 


his power, and he cannot forfeit his right becauſe of 


a force on his 'Perſon : Nor can it 'be a free Council 
to which all have not free acceſs.” Thoſe alſo-who- 
live at a great diſtance ſrom the .place 'where the 
Council fits, and either through Infirmity, or Pover- 
ty, cannot perform the Journey, are in a hard cafe : 
For that which is morally impoſſible cannot be overs- 
come, If then the meeting muſt be of all the Bt- 


ſhops, I do not ſee ſuch a Conſtitution is praicable,. 


or how all the Biſhops can be bronght together. And 
if the Infallibility be ſpread among all, no reaſon 
can perſwade me that a packt- Meeting - can have 
the power of the whole becauſe the Writ was: ge- 


neral, 


. 15, The Biſhops in their deciſions either go upon: 


immediate/Inſpiration, or-judge, as men, according : 


to the Premiſes laid'before them. I'know you: do nor 


pretend to the former, bur if you-did, T-would ask 
you what grounds there were to believe this © For 
if you gave any good ones I ſhould ſubmit to the. 
ſuffrage of every ſingle Biſhop, fince every perſon 
Inſpired muſt be Maſter of: my belief. 'An 
ſhould this Inſpiration reſt on ſome, -and not on all, 
ſince all bear the ſame Character 2 Bur I:infiſt no. 
longer on this, becauſe I know you rejeQ it. If then 
they judge as rational men from the reaſons that are 
laid before them, why may: not- other-perſons exa- 
mine thoſe Reaſons as: well as they? If an Inſpired 


why 


perſon fpeak-to me iv the name of God,'. muſt * 


ſubmit ro-hinvz bur if the ſpeak-not by Command- 
ment, but by pcrmiſſion, then itis not the Lord,'bu 


c 
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betrayed. 


he that ſpeaks :- And though I owe great reverence 
to. him, . as-'to, one that has. obtained grace to be 
faithful, yer I-may examine what he ſays in that 
Kile. Therefore if they proceed according to. the 
Rules of..Diſcourſe and :Reaſon, I preſume 1 may 
make bold roexamine both the truth of. che Premi- 
ſes, and the Concluſions they - drew from them:: 
Since as-there- can be no more ſtrength-.in the. Con- 
cluſion, than'was in'the-Premiles, 1o- the light of Na- 
ture and:Reaſon directs me to know what is a well 
deduced Concluſion, , OR aA 

16. Whether can; that be called a free Conncil 
where the Biſhops' have ſworn, obedience to the Bi- 
:hops of Rome; contrary to their Liberties, and the 
Primitive practice? In which time all the: Biſhops 
pretended an equality in/their CharaQer, and called 
the Biſhops of Rowe cheir Colleagues, cheir Brethren, 
and fellow- Biſhops, and treated-them. as. Equals in 
their| freedom. with them, as y_ from the In- 
TNances of renin, Cyprian, and the Conteſt of the 
£jrican Biſhops concerning Appeals to the See of 
Rowe. Nor did they yield him any. other ſubjeQtion 
but, what practice: had brought in by reaſon of the 
eminence of that City, which was then Miſtris of 
the World ; and:becauſe they alſo believed St, Pezer 
and' St, Paul had founded it with their Labours and 
Bloud. But theſe Biſhops who have ſo. ſordidly and 
-meanly.-given-up their rights to that high Pretender, 
and;have fworn obedienceitohim, cannot be rhe pro- 
per:;Judges and Repreſentatives of. a Church, whoſe 
Liberties 'they ' have: abandoned,: I had almoſt faid: 

| — A? 
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- 17, Whether muſt I belzeve the Decrees of- a Ge- 
aeral Council before they are approved by the Pope, 
ornot 2 If the Conncil be infallible in her Decrees, 
then 1l am bound to ſubmit to them, for all the Popes- 
rejeting them : But if the Conncil be fallible, then 
the Popes ratification cannot make the Decrees of 
the Council Infallible, For things cannot change 
their natures, andifthe Vote of theCouncil was by an. 
Infallible dire&ion, then there is no abſolute neceflity- 
of a ratification ; and if it was fallible, the Authority 
of the Decree muſt be reſolved fimply into the Popes- 
infallibility. For the ratification that is ſubſequent; 
ro the Councils Vote puts no more authority in the- 
Council than it had when it paſfed the Vote.It is true 
in matters of Policy I know there be ſuch Conſtituti-" 
ons, which is the caſe off the Votes of our two. 
Houſes of Parliament, that have, no force without: 
the Ze Roy le went, but if the Council be infallibly 
directed, then it is not in the Popes power to reject- 
their Deciſions, And if the Conncil be fallible,. 
then the Infallibility refts in the Pope alone, and: 
whoſhallexpe& 1 can think the Council of Comtaxce * 
infallible in taking the Chalice from the Laity, and: 
fallible in ſubjecting the Pope to the Council. . Cer- 
tainly, the Authority was the ſame in both, butibe- 
cauſe the Pope was a party in the one particularz,he. 

was ſure not-to'ratifie it, | 25 OY 

18, Who muſt -be the Infailible Expounder of the- 
Decrees of Conncils? If you will leave this to eve-- 
ry private perſon, then all theſe inconveniences will : 
follow that you obje@: againſt private perſons ex- 
pounding Scripture, For they may be drawn to go” 
ral: 


1 as A. Letter to.a Paieſt. 
SL48 ral meanings and opinions. And we know that: at 
| js Trent, when the Divines differed in many Points of 
| Religion, the great buſineſs was to find a temper, 
bit and tocontrive the Decree in ſuch general terms, as 
Fg might diſpleaſe neither, Party, And.thence it; was 
1 that two-of the Divines that were in the Council, 
WAP and diſputed in the Points defined, bur differed in. 
Fu their Opinions, after the Council. had paſſed the 
' Yi Decree, did publiſh Treatiſes for their Opinions, 
both of .them pretending the Council decreed of his 
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oh | ſide :; And though this was done before the diſfola- 
th tion of. the Council, yet the Council took no. no. 
bal tice of it, By which it ſee ey deſigned their De- 
HW crees ſhould be Oracles, as well for their miſterious 
WW Ambiguity, as for their Authority. Where then 
16P. ſhall we find a Judge of Controverſies concerning 
Tick the true meaning of the Decrees of Councils? If 


ou put this in the Popes hands, you give all up to 
Lim and ſo the Decrees of the Council ſhall ſignifie 
Ki no more than he is pleaſed to allow them. 
{jt ..19. When new Controverſies ariſe among Chri- 


(his ſtians, to; wham muſt. they go for, deciſion > Muſt 
"" they reſt on ,the Popes definition >| Then all the 
bh power is in his Perſon. Or muſt they ſtay for a deci- 
Wile ſion from.the Council? If this laſt be ſetled on,then I 
i'd am afraid you. Romaniſts are, in as great a hazard as 
i we are to have your Controverſies endleſs. For ever 
(ied ſince the Council of Copflance the Popes have ſuch 
Liv mortal.jealauſtes of - Councils, that the World is not 


like co ſee more of them. . We have ſeen none now 
above a hundred years, and the very thoughts of one 
are laidto fleep;: and yer, this is not for want of gea- 
— b- fo 
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fon to call a Council: For there be great Contro- 
yerſies that do very much divideyou, but 1n theſe 
you muſt not expect a deciſion, As whether the In- 
fallibility reſt in the diffuſive Church, or ia the 
Council, or in the Pope, which is a great thing to be 
reſolved: in, and hot Conteſts have been aboutir. 
It is alſo of great concern whether Grace be ethcaci- 
ous of it ſelf, or only when the Will chuſes ro make 
good uſe of it, and about this there have been 
ſharp diſputes. Great complaints are alſo made by 
men of much learning and worth' in your Church; 
againſt a corruption of Morals, and. all Political Go- 
yernment, Which approved Doctors and Caſuiſts in 
your Church have publickly taught. and printed, 
with licence : which deſerves to be, condemned by 
publick authority as well as confMed by private 
Doctors, and Cenſured by ſome Civil Judicatories. 
But for all theſe reaſons we are not like to ſee another 
general Council in this Age. Suffer me therefore 
ro aSk you in this long interval of Councils, whe- 
ther there be any Infallible Judge of Controverſies, 
or not? If not, then all your high pretences vaniſh; 
if there be one, he can be no other than the Pope, 
and if you make the Popes Infallible in the inter- 
val of Councils, as there is no neceſſity of them, 
lince we have already an Infallible Judge, ſo it were 
an inexcuſable folly in the Popes to call a Council if 
the world acknowledge them Infallible. 

20. I muft ask one Queſtion more about this ge- 
neral Council : you tell me, None but Biſhops have a 
acciſſive Vote in it; How then ſhall I know when there 
45 a general Council > For the Incention of the Prieſt 
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is by your Dotrines' neceſſary to the Sacrament, 
how then ſhall I know if the pretended Biſhops were 
baptized by one that intended to do ir, or not? And 
how ſhall I know that they received Orders from one 
that gave them witha right Intention? And yet all 
this is neceſſary before I can acknowledge them Bi- 
ſhops: Nor muſt this be Ly in this one 
Inſtance, though even that depending on the ſacred 
thoughts of the Prieſt, which are known to God 
alone, is a thing wherein | can never hope to arrive 
at any certainty ; butI muſt drive up the ſame que- 
 ſtion through the whole ſucceſſion to the very days of 
the Apoſtles, for if one Link of the Chain fails, the 
whole falls'aſunder : Since any one that was either 
baptized, or had orders from any who did not in- 
tend it is neith@ a Chriſtian, nor a Biſhop, by your 
Dodtrines. And all who are either baptized, or or- 
dained, by one who is neither Chriſtian, nor Bi- 
ſhop, are neicher Chriſtians nor Clergy men. Here 
iS a difficulty.in my way, that were all the other 
removed, I] cannot ſee how it can poſſibly: be clea- 

ed.  -: | | 
2r. Having now tried your patience with ſome 
troubieſome queſtions about your Charct in general, 
Fcameto be ſatisfied in ſome particulars thar ſtick 
with me concerning the Pope, to whom I ſee you 
muſt either yield an abſolute Authority, or be with- 
out an Infallible Judge of Controverſies, And let 
me firſt apply my laſt Queſtion-to the Pope, and ask 
how you know that all your Popes have been Chri- 
- ſtians, Prieſts, and Biſhops? Since this depends on 
the Intention, So. that for ought appears to me you 
may 


of the Roman Ehurch; 2. 
may acknowledge for* 'the head of your Church, 
one: who is neither-a Chriſtian, nor--in 'Orders, If 
then my Faith muſt be reſolved into. the Popes Au- 
thority I am ſure it reſts on a ſandy foundation, 
ſince | cannot be aſſured he is truly Pope. And ler 
me ask you, Do you think that with any colour of 
reaſon it can be doubted, that there was never an 
Artheiſtical Prieſt or Biſhop in the Chriſtian Church, 
whoſe Intention went not along-with the Sacrament > 
lam told that in Spa/z many pretended Prieſts are 
diſcovered to be Jews; and ſure theſe .when they 
baptiſe will be far from-joyning their Intention 
with that Sacrament. + So here |] ſtick in the firſt 
ſtep, and muſt do ſo ſtill except you can help me for- 
ward, | | - 
22, How ſhall I know who is Canonically Ele- 
ed? The Canon Law declares all Symoniacal Or- 
dinations to be null; and Pope Falizs the Second, 
by a Bull de ſymoriaca Pape Elettione, declares him no 
Pope that is ſo elected, How then ſhall I know that 
in the EleGions there was no Symony > For except 
I be ſure there was none, I cannot be ſure the Pope 
315 Canonically eleted, Now the ſecret tranſaQions 
cf the Conclave cannot be ſo clearly known as to 
free all people from ſcruples in this particular, On the 


contrary, we have the ſhrewdeſt grounds can be, 
for ſuſpecting foul dealings in theſe Eletions. Does 
not all the world know what intereſt the Factions of . 
the two Crowns, of the Nephews, and the $qua- 


droxe Volante have in the Eletion of the Popes .2. And 
all have ſeen the [ntrigue of that Aﬀair, ſo that the 
very pretence of any. Infallibility after- ſuch an 
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Election is baffled out of the World. Shall any body 
that. underſtands mankind imagine theſe EleQtions 


- £0 upon any other grounds but Intereſt, Faction, 


Expectation, or ſome ſuch baſe thing» And thae 
after the Pope is thus choſen, to imagine the Holy 
Ghoſt is tied to all his Decrees, is ſuch a monſtrous 
piece of Impudence that | cannot have ſo little cha- 
rity for you as to think any of you believe ir, 

2}. How ſhall I know in the caſe of a Schiſm who 
is Canonically Eleted> Many of thofe Schiſms 
there have been, and all the Pretenders have put in a 
fair plea for. themſelves. Fiow then ſhall 1 be ſatis- 
fied to which of them 1 muſt offer up my obedience ? 
And you know there are not three Ages. paſt ſince 
for above forty years the Church of Rome was a 
Monſter of two or three heads. The ſevera} States 
of. Europe being as divided in their Obedience, as 
the Cardinals were in their Elections, And it is lit- 
Lle to be doubted but in many other Counter Ele&t- 
ons, had the Anti Popes been as ſtrongly ſupported 
as the Popes at Avignon were, they had been longer 
lived than they were. Let mealſo ask you, What 
right have the Cardinals to the Election of the 
Pope 2. Which by the Primitive Conſtitution ſhould 
belong to the Presbiters of Rome, and the Bilhops of 


the Province, But that Biſhops of other Nations 


ſhall be made Titulars to the Churches of: Rome, and 
{fo carry the EleRion, as it-is a very recent Conſti- 
tution, ſo can it pretend to no Divine Warrant; 
And if the Election belong to the Cardinals, you 
can give no- reaſon why two thirds are neceſſary to 
make a. Pope; for in ſuch caſes either the whole 


mult. 
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muſt agree, or the major Vote carryit; and if the 
laſt be true, then many a Pope is caſt who is canont- 
cally eleted, having the majority of the Votes for 
him. I confeſs in Political Conſtitutions men may 
mould matters as they. will ; but in Divine things, 


_ eſpecially in chooſing the Head of the Church and 


the Infallible Judg, I muſt expe& a better war- 
rant. 


24. The Popes, if infallible, muſt either be ſuch |, 


by. immediate Inſpiration, or by a dirc@ion of the 


Divine Grace, in conſidering what is propoſed to. 


them. To the former they do not pretend, nor do 


they wait for Enthuſtaſms, but proceed as other 
men upon all emergents. Now how can I be perſwaded . 


that a man who is wholly poſſeſt with affairs of Stare, 


who minds-nothing more than intrigues, who has no- 


education in any part of litteratore, but the Canon 
Law, can upon aſlight hearing a Controverfie, which 
puzles the moſt refined ſpeculative heads, judg exact- 
ly and truly, when I plainly ſee he does not under- 
ſtand the points in debate. And that this muſt be 
expected at- Rome, I remit to all who know thac 
Court : and it was truly the caſe of the Propofiti- 
ons of Farſeniu, which P, In#nocent condemned, 
though he confefſed he- underftood not the matter, 
and never gave the Fanſeniſts a hearing but once :- 
nor-can any body read the Bulls of the Popes, bur 
he muſtſee the groſleſt miſapplicatiogg of: Scripture, 
the falſeſt concluſions, and the weakeſt reaſons ima-- 
ginable. Ir were eafie to inſtance this in a thouſand 


particulars, which muſt-needs occur to every one - 


that, reads them. Now a man may as ſoon. believe: 
| | day, 
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-day'is night,- and night day, as think that man in. 
fallible in his Decifions, whom he finds plainly.miſ- 
taken in many eaſie obvious things. - 

25, What reaſon have to think he has the Holy 
"Ghoſt certainly going along in all his Decrees, who 
ſeems plainly to have little or no ſenſe of piety or 
vertuein all his ations and whole deportment, The 
Divine Spirit purifies as well as enlightens : it is 
rrue in immediate Inſpirations this is not a conſtant 
Maxime ; but in'one who expects the direction of the 
Holy Ghoſt by Prayers , Faſtings, Applications of 
mind,” and other ſuch means, which is acknowledg- 
ed to be the Popes caſe, he muſt have prepared 
his mind to a right ſenſe of Divine .things by the 
previous purifying his ſoul, otherwiſe a falſe Judg- 
ment is to be expected from a.corrupt mind, And 
the Prayers of the wicked and their Faſtings too are 
abomination to God. Now what men many of your 
Popes have been, I rather refer you to your own 
Hiſtorians than rake ſuch a puddle : and fince it is 
not to be diſputed, but vices of all ſorts have been 
eminently lodged in the perſons of not a few Popes, 
who can force himſelf to think them a race of men 
thar hold ſo near: and cloſe. correſpondence with 
Almighty God, as to have his Spirit alway at 
command, and yet have not by all that intimacy 
l-arned to eſcape the grofſer and more common pol- 
lutions of the &ſh:* Though St. Peer tells us that is 
the way to become partakers of the Divine Na- 
cope4i0 ft 5 1 746? | . 

26. How can I think the Popes infallible, when 
it is certain, if any thing in Hiſtory be ſo, that 
| many 
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many of them have been guilty of opifiions which 
General: Councils ' have condemned- and anathema+ 
tiſed * The Stories of Liberivs and*Honorius are tO 
well known _to be much conteſted, the one having 
confented ro ſemi-Arrianiſm againſt the Xzcene 
Creed, "the other being anathematiſed by a General 
Conncil (where another Popes Legats were con- 
ſenting) for a Heretick, I ſuppole you are acquainted 
with the Hiſtory, and therefore give but a hint of 
theſe paſſages,which are well known to learned men. 
F name not many other Popes whom Hiſtorians ac- 
cuſe of Hereſte, but ſtand upon theſe two as more 
noted and fignal: And if one Pope'be a Heretick the 
whole 1»fallibility falls to the ground : and.when I ſee 
Pope 1nnocent the Firſt, and Pope 1anccent the Tenth 
differing ſo widely in their-Decrees, the-one con- 
firming St. Mſtin's Dofrin in the. matter of grace, 
and the other condemning Propoſitions, which all 
who ever read St, Auſtin, and are ingenious , muſt 
ſee to be plainly conſonant to his opinions; I can- 
not forbear thinking neither one nor the other infal- 
lible z for of two that contradi& other, I am ſure 
one iS in the wrong, and if either of them be in. the 
wrong, neither of them is_infallible, _. 

27. Is the Pope infallible in all he ſays, or onely 
when he gives out of his Chair his Deciſton of Con- 
troverſies ? I know you chooſe the- latter : but then 
let me ask youwhatr is necefſary to put himin his. 
Chair, Muſt the Cardinals concur, then you ſhare 
the 7»fallibility among them, without any colours ei- 
ther from Scripture or Antiquity : Nor dol believe 
your Popes will allow this in their Deciſions, what 

EVET: 
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ever they may do in the .Political Government. of 
the Eccleſiaſtical State : By what means therefore 
ſhall I be aſſured the Pope ſpeaks from his Chair, 
that ſo I may acknowledg him infallible : and if in 
any thing I muſt ſubmit co his ſeatence, then moſt 
eſpecially when he according to the Decree of a 
Council, -takes -care to publiſh a Bible, which muſt 
be by all-Chriſtians ſubmitted to as the Rule of Faith, 
and ſet up as the Standard by which all other Tran(- 
lations, Copies, nay, and the Originals of the Hebrew 
and Greek are to be compared, This is a weighty 
and conſiderable butineſs as any can be, and yer we 
have ſeen Sixtw the Fifth publiſh a Bible with all 
the aſſurances could be, that it was an authenrical 
and true Edition, requiring all Chriſtians to receive 
it as the Rule of their Faith ; but upon this he dies, 
and his Succeſſor (lement the Eighth gives the World 
another Edition of the Bible, and impoſes it with 
the ſame Authority Sixtws did, and took all care to 
ſuppreſs the Copies of the former Edition, yer ſome 
eſcaped his induſtry. The difference of thoſe two 
Editions is ſuch, that the Catalogue of them makes 
up.a Book; and any that has compared them will 
find that in many places the wholeſenſe is varied in 
theſe Editions, This is as. clear an evidence as may 
be, that the Chair cannot make them infallible, 
who do ſo flatly contradict one another, and that in 
a matter of ſo. high and ſo general concern. | 

28, Whatreaſon have I to believe the Biſhops of 
Rome infallible, or that they have an abſolute Juriſ- 
diction over Chriſtendom, lince I can find no traces 
of this in the beginning of Chriſtianity, though 

the 
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the defining it was then of great neceſſity ? 1 find 
the Apoſtles all acting by an equal Commiſſion, as 
indeed it muſt be where all were inſpired with izfa/- 
lible 11umination : And why muſt I think that St. Petey 
left none of this /»fallibility at Antioch, or Alexandria, 
bar brought it all entire with him to Rome? And why 


' was hefo ſullen as nor to name his Succeſſor, when 
' our Saviour ſhewed him that he was to pur off his 


Tabernacle ſhortly > Certainly it is hard to imagine. 
that when he was writing his ſecond Epiſtle as his 
laſt Will and Teſtament, that though he had con- 
cealed till then who muſt ſucceed him, he ſhould not 
then have named him. Ideny not but the Faith 
of the Roman Church was ſpoken of throughout the 
whole World , and that a Series of bleſſed and 
glorious Martyrs governed that See; yet even 
then, what ever reverence the eminence of the 
Imperial City, and their own more eminent quali 
ties, procured them, the abfolute ſubmitting all 
things to their Deciſion, was not thonght of. It is 
true the Fathers gloried much in the firſt Founders 
of that See, and in the worthy ſaceeſhon derived 
down from them, bur thought of nothing leſs then 
ſubjegting Chriſtendom to their Authority : Nor did 
the other Patriarchs pay any homage or ſubje&ion 
t9 them, but ſtill pleaded an equality of Juriſdii- 
on, yielding them nothing bur a bare precedence. 
Itis a _ I will not here attempt to ſhew by whar 
ſteps that See did degenerate from its firſt purity g 
nor how it mounted to that height of Authority in 
which itglories at preſent : but any who is acquain- 
ted with the Hiſtories and Writings of the firſt fix 
I Ages, 
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Ages, muſt needs confeſs that the Scene of tlie 
Church is quite altered from what it was then in 
this obedience which the World does now pay the 
Biſhops of Rome. 

29. Whateverence-can I pay a Succeſhon of men 
who have plainly trampled on all Laws Divine and 
Humane?: Who have pretended to an abſolute 
Temporal Power, who have depoſed as well as ex- 
communicated Emperours, Kings,and uther Princes, 
who have animared their Subjects to rebel againſt 
them, who have ſer on their neighbouring Princes to 
invade their Dominions, which they had rent by Ci. 
vil Wars and Rebellions, and did for a Succeſſion of 
many Ages fill Chriſtendom with war, and cover 
it with blood > Nor are theſe exceſſes ro be onely 
charged on ſome particular Popes as their perſonal 
faulcs, but they founding them on-a pretenee to an 
abſolute Temporal Auxthority- to which they Jaid 
claim, either they erred in that Deciſion, ornot ; if 
they erred, then they are not infallible; if they erred 
not, then though the Reformation has made them a 
little more cautious, yet ſtill they are veſted with 
the ſame power, and 'all theſe Decretals of Pope 
Gregory the Seventh are ſtill in'force, ſo that the 
Princes of Criſtendome are-at the Popes mercy. for 
their Crowns and Dominions, and 'are more obliged 
to. the Reformation. than: they apprehend or ac- 
knowledg for the peaceable.poſſeſſion of their rights. 
Burt it is apparent. the Popes ſtill rergin the ſame high 
thoyghts, and: onely wait an opportunity of execu- 
ting them, as appear'd from: the attempts, of: Pope 
Pau{ the Fifth on the State of Yexires:; _7 (ii .14 
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30, In the interval of the Sede wacante, who is 
Head of the Church > Is it a dead body without a 
head, orisit a Monſter of .many heads 2 Does the 
Authority li edivided among the Cardinals, or have 
they none at all? You know the Conclave have been 
ſometimes very tedious in their Elections, the laſt 
continued divers months, and others have been ſhuc 


up much longer; pray then ſatisfie me who has the 


Supreme Power of the Church all that while 2 If you 
veſt the Cardinals with it, then you ſet up a Presby- 
tery to govern. the Church : For the Cardinals as 
ſuch are the Presbyters of Rome : and thus before 
we are aware Gezeve 1s tranflated to Roxxe,. and the 
Scottiſh Presbytery culminates in the Yatican, and go- 
verns the whole World. 

31, If after theſe difficulties about the Authority 
of Pope and Council, you tell me the Infallibility 
of the Church reſts in the whole body, and is to be 
taken from the univerſally received Opinions, then 
what had become of me if I had lived when the whoſe 
World was become CArrian, and Athanaſims alone 
withſtood the ſtream? Certainly, Il muſt have run 
with the Current, and may be ſhould not have 
known what to have anſwered. thoſe who ſhould. 
have asked me, Where was your Faith before Alex+ 
ender and Athanaſius ? Wi 

32. But upon the whole matter how ſhall I know 
what is either decreed by Councils, or Popes, or 


xeceived by the body of Chriſtians? Ir is not to be 


expected ] can go over the World to examine the 
belief of all Chriſtians : Nor can I examine all the 
Canonsand Decrees of Councils, much lefs all rhe 

| | E 2 Popes 
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Popes Decretals : Into what therefore muſt I reſolve 
my Faith © You tell me, a living ſpeaking Judge is 
neceſſary: but ſuch. a one is not to be had'in every. 
part of the World, therefore F muſt languiſh under 
great and .conſtant uncertainties ; otherwiſe I muſt 
reſolve my faith into the Teſtimony of my Prieſt and 
Confeſſor. And thus all theſe pompous high ſound- 
ing expreſſions of the 4zfallible Catholick Church do at 
length dwindle into this, that every one of your 
Communion muſt in all things believe what their- 
Prieſt tells them, without inquiry. . And in what a 
perplexity muſt they be when one Prieſt aſſures them: 
one Opinion is the DoQrine of the Church, another 
rells- them the plain contrary is the Dodqrine of the 
Church. And this has fallen out in not a few caſes. 


betwixt the XMolinifts and Fanſeniſts. So that upon the. 


whole I cannot ſee how private perſons can be ſatisfi- 
ed what is the belief of the Church. 

And now, Sir, after T have led you through a 
great many Thickets and Incloſures, T am afraid 
Fleave you in a Jabyrinth, out of which I pro- 
reſt I cannot help you, but by advifing you to 
break through or leap over theſe banks and hedges 
within which you have intangled your ſelf. * And 
therefore you muſt forgive meif I cannot follow you, 
unleſs I ſee yon furniſhed with ſome thread to lead 
you out of that intricate Maze of difficulties, thar- 
muſt follow on your Opinions in- theſe particulars, 
And 1 chooſe rather than ingage in ſo dangerous a 
paſſage to rake the ſacred Writings which you and I 
both acknowledge to + be divine, and "peruſe them 
with all ſerions care, hoping that God will ſodire& 

; me, , 
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me, that if I be not wanting to my ſelf, I ſhall nor 
err in any matter of ſalvation, You will find I have 
created theſe Opinions I have conſidered with all poſ- 
fible fairneſs. and modeſty of Stile 5 and indeed, the- 
ſad proſpect I have of Chriſtendom, whichis abuſed 
by ſuch colours into ſo many and great miſtakes,” 
raiſes in me thoughts full of pity and commiſeration,' 
and not of mags 43 ſcorn,. If you ſend me any- 
return to this, I ſhall expe the like fair dealing- 
fromyou; andif you give me ſatisfying anſwers to- 


- theſe difficulties, you ſhall find that you deal with. 


one over whom reaſon hath more Power, than ei- 
ther Education, Humour,or Intereſt.. And ſoI bid you: 
farewell. 


X 


IS 


Errata-. 


Page 1. line 3. read Infallibility. pag. 2. 1.6-birth-right. Pag-3- 1.95. 
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